Managed behavioral health care provider practice patterns: a new item for the public policy agenda.
Managed care is a dominating issue on the public policy agenda. Difficulties in defining and operationalizing it continue to have ramifications for the nation. It is often assumed that the care being reimbursed by managed care organizations is for clients whose psychiatric conditions have been appropriately diagnosed and treated. Based on the responses of a randomly-selected group from the major behavioral health care disciplines, not all care reimbursed is for care which has been appropriately diagnosed and treated. The cost implications of managed care and the ramifications for public health policy are discussed.